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Press Release
Green Screen takes wings

Southern yellow-billed hornbill adorns the poster of the next international wildlife film festival

Eckernfoerde, 17th November 2017 A photograph by nature photographer and medical doctor Dr. Willem Kruger has been selected to feature on the poster of the 12th International Green Screen Wildlife Film Festival.

The photograph of a southern yellow-billed hornbill (tockus leucomelas) eating a termite was one of the finalists at the "Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2016" competition. Because of their beaks that obstruct their sight and their short tongs, the shy birds – going by the nickname "flying bananas" in Namibia - need to flick their prey up in the air before catching and swallowing it. To capture this special moment Kruger had to sit tight for 45 minutes in 40 degrees heat at Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park in Southern Africa.

Just like this year the coming Green Screen festival will centre around one topic: in 2018 the focus will be on biodiversity.

That topic suggests itself given that festival director Dirk Steffens has been appointed UN ambassador for biodiversity by Barbara Hendricks, Federal Minister for the Environment. "Biodiversity is the world's single most valuable treasure. It is the basis for all life, provides us with food and drinking water, even with the air we breathe. Nevertheless, we are at the beginning of the biggest mass extinction since the time of the dinosaurs with presently vast numbers of species disappearing. The natural rate of extinction is estimated to have increased 1,000 times - and humans are responsible for that. We must reverse that" says Steffens.

The 12th film festival will take place September 12 - 16, 2018, at Eckernfoerde. Entries can be submitted starting 15th December 2017, and must reach us by 15th March 2018.

Further information available under www.greenscreen-festival.de.
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